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SUMMER READING 2025

JOHN BALL ZOO TO YOU
Learn more about the animals at John Ball Zoo
and what the zookeepers do to take care of
them! If we are lucky the zoo might even bring
some animal friends along with them! 

COLOR CARNIVAL
We’re excited to kick off our Summer Reading
Program with a bang at our Color Carnival! It’s an
afternoon filled with fun and excitement for all
ages. The best part? It’s completely FREE! Enjoy a
variety of carnival games where you can test your
skills and win fun prizes. Visit the petting zoo to
meet and greet adorable animals, or get a fun
creation from our balloon artist who will be making
amazing shapes and designs. We’ll also have a
selection of delicious treats from food trucks to
keep you energized throughout the day. There’s
something for everyone, so don’t miss out on the
fun! Be sure to check out our Facebook Events for
specific timings for each activity, so you don’t miss
a thing. We can’t wait to see you there and help you
kick off a colorful summer of reading!

June: Sign Ups Open May 19th

June 9 @ 12 pm: Color Carnival & SR
Kickoff
June 12 @ 6 pm: Quartz with Steve
Tchozeski 
June 16 @ 6:30 PM: Board Meeting
June 19 @ 6 PM: Book club 
June 23 @ 6 PM: Playdoh Party 
June 26 @ 6 PM: Book Club Movie
June 30 @ 6 PM: GR Audubon Club &
Noah's Ark Stuffed Animal Workshop

July: Sign Ups Open June 16:
July 2nd @ 1 PM Outdoor Discovery
Center 
July 3rd @ 6 PM: John Ball Zoo
July 7th @ 6 PM: Pool Noodle Olympics 
July 10th @ 6 PM: Tissue Paper
Nightlights 
July 14 @ 6 PM: Tie Dye 
July 17 @ 6 PM: Book club 
July 21 @ 6:30 PM: Board Meeting 
July 24 @ 6 PM: Science Night 
July 28 @ 6 PM: Inflatable costume
obstacle course 
July 31 @ 6 PM: Fantasy Creature
Drawing Class with The Art of the Bud

August: Sign Ups Open July 21
Aug 4 @ 6 PM: Tinfoil Stained Glass 
Aug 7 @ 6 PM: Polymer Clay Magnets 
Aug 9 @ 10 AM: End of Summer
Reading Comic Con 
Aug 11: LIBRARY CLOSED 
Aug 14 @ 6 PM: Be our Guest party 
Aug 18 @ 6:30 PM: Board Meeting
Aug 21 @ 6 PM: Book Club
Aug 25 @ 6 PM: Mason Jar Fairy Houses 
Aug 28 @ 6 PM: Candle Painting 

Storytime Every Tuesday at 10:30 AM 

Writing Group & Yu-gi-oh Duel Club Dates:
June 14 & 28, July 12 & 26, August 23



POOL NOODLE OLYMPICS
Get ready to compete in the Pool Noodle Olympics!
Test your skills in events like Pool Noodle Tire
Agilities, Pool Noodle Javelin, and more. Bring your
A-game and go for the gold as competitors face off
in these surprisingly soft but deceptively
challenging games!

Quartz with Steve Tchozeski
Steve Tchozeski from Great Lakes
Geoscience teaches us more
about Quartz! If we are lucky he
may even have some quartz for
you to dig up yourself! 

The Art of Nature
Are animals artistic? Do they use
colors and patterns for beauty?
Protection? Camouflage? Join us as
we visit with the ODC animal
ambassadors while we explore art
in nature.

Join us for a special program with the
Grand Rapids Audubon Society as we
learn all about local birds, their habitats,
and how to spot them in the wild. Then,
stick around for a fun hands-on workshop
where you'll get to stuff your very own
bird plushie to take home! Choose from a
duck, a goose, or a turkey and create a
cuddly feathered friend of your own.
Perfect for bird lovers of all ages!

FANTASY CREATURE
DRAWING WITH ART
OF THE BUD 
Join us for a magical drawing
adventure! A professional digital
artist will guide you step by step
in creating your own fantasy
creatures. Watch them draw live
on the big screen while you
follow along with paper and
pencil in front of you—no
experience needed!

GRAND RAPIDS AUDUBON SOCIETY
& NOAH’S ARK STUFFED ANIMAL

WORKSHOP

Inflatable Costume
Race/Obstacle Course
Suit up and get silly in our Inflatable
Costume Race & Obstacle Course!
Dash, dodge, and wobble your way
to the finish line in this hilarious,
high-energy challenge!


